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Mississippians  witness  in  Scandinavia 
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By  Mike  Crewell 

Foreign  Mission  Board 


The  Swanbergs  are  members  preached,  his  wife  presented  her 
of  First  Church,  Laurel,  where  testimony,  and  Middleton  sang 
Don,  a  retired  pilot,  teaches  and  taught  children  songs  dur- 
Sunday  School,  works  with  the  ing  one  Sunday  service, 
television  ministry,  and  sings  in  Jerry  Wise  is  pastor  of 
the  choir.  Fentress  Church,  Choctaw  As- 

The  visit  to  Sweden  was  spe-  sociation,  and  Edwina  Wise  is  a 
cial  for  him  because  his  grand-  diet  consultant. 


serves  as  deacon  and  Sunday 
School  teacher. 

Although  precise  statistics 
were  not  available,  scores  of 
Swedish  people  indicated  they 
wanted  to  become  Christians 
and  scores  of  church  members 
rededicated  their  lives  to  Christ. 

The  Southern  Baptists  led 
church  services,  preached  on 
the  street  and  in  shopping  cen¬ 
ters,  held  music  concerts,  and 
distributed  thousands  of  Bible 
portions  and  evangelistic  tracts 
during  the  campaign. 

The  Sweden  campaign  was 
coordinated  by  W.H.  }'Dub"  and 
Doris  Jackson,  crusade  coordina¬ 
tors  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
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ESKILTUNA,  Sweden  — 
Saturday  morning  shoppers  at 
the  main  downtown  shopping 
mall  here  were  surprised  to  near 
a  soaring  voice  proclaiming 
strongly  in  song  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  Lord. 

It  was -the  voice 
of  Judith  Swanberg 
of  Laurel,  one  of  93 
Southern  Baptists 
who  were  partici¬ 
pating  in  a  10-day 
Partnership  Evang¬ 
elism  campaign  in 
21  cities  across 
Sweden  during  late 
October. 

Across  the  hall  a 
man  sold  lottery  tick¬ 
ets  and  to  the  left,  new 
automobiles  were  on 
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rapier  x 

R;,  ’f  ?f!??  IS  Swedish  B.iptists  mimbfi 

42,000.  The  Baptist  Union 

|udith  Swanberg,  a  member  of  First  Church,  Laurel,  sings  to  shoppers  in  the  of  Sweden  has  about  19,000 
mall  in  downtown  Eskiltuna,  Sweden.  Swanberg  and  her  husband  Don  were  members  in  240  churches, 
part  of  a  10-day  partnership  evangelism  campaign  in  the  Scandinavian  country.  The  Orebro  Mission,  which 
(FMB  photo  by  Mike  Creswell)  split  from  the  union  around 

1940,  has  23,000  members  in  160 

;lish,  but  parents  came  to  America  from  The  team  kept  a  busy  sched-  churches.  Both  groups  partici- 
?r  of  the  Sweden,  and  he  still  speaks  ule  during  nine  days,  speaking  pated  in  the  partnership  cam- 


Dozens  of  shop- 
>ers  halted,  bags  m 


What's  in  the 
Record 


fis  charter 


Ninety-eight  Mission  Friends  and  their  leaders  from  13  Gulf  Coast 
Association  churches  meet  at  the  beachfront  campus  of  William 
Carey  College  on  the  Coast  for  the  third  Mission  Fnends  Morning. 
Sue  Ferry  serves  as  the  assodational  Mission  Friends  director. 


about 


Churches  ml  the  move 


Around  120  people  from  around  Hm  nation  attended  the 
National  Country  Music  Church  Conference  in  Branson,  Mo.,  in 
early  November.  The  three-day  conference,  sponsored  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Misrion  Board  (HMB)  in  Atlanta,  fea¬ 
tured  country  gospel  bands  from  across  the  country  and  sever¬ 
al  guest  speakers. 

J.V.  Thomas,  national  consultant  in  key  church  strategy  for 
HMB,  said,  "By  definition,  a  country  music  church  is  having 
church  and  using  country  music."  He  sees  the  country  music 
church  as  a  means  of  spreading  the  news  of  Jesus  Christ  in  ways 
never  before  dreamed. 


In  response  to  a  ruling  by  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  that 
declared  state  pornography  laws  to  be  too  broad,  the  1,306  regis¬ 
tered  messengers  at  me  l4lst  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  adopt 
a  resolution  calling  for  effective  legislation  against  pornography. 


Reflectionjtoke'  returns 


A  group  of  pastors  and  laymen  from  10  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  present  D.  A.  McCafl,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  with  a  bi-plane,  dedi¬ 
cated  as  "The  Gospel  Flyer."  McCall  is  a  licensed  pilot. 


The  only  solution  to  alcohol  advertising 


For  once,  the  liquor  lobby  has  a  good  The  corporate  liquor  giants  who 
point.  profit  from  the  misery  of  alcohol  are 

Now,  peel  yourself  off  the  ceiling  and  not  willing  to  accept  shrinking  prof- 
hear  me  out.  Perhaps  you'll  agree.  its  brought  on  by  less  consumption 

Most  of  us  are  aware  that  the  hard  liquor  of  this  addictive,  legal  drug, 

industry',  hiding  behind  the  benign-sound-  Hence,  the  ad  ban  is  history, 
ing  'Distilled  Spirits  Council  of  America,"  The  liquor  lobby  argues  in  their 
has  announced  they  are  unilaterally  elimi-  defense  that  America's  airwaves  are 
nating  the  48-year  voluntary  ban  on  radio  already  saturated  with  alcohol 
and  television  liquor  advertising.  advertisements. 

On  that  issue,  I  couldn't  disagree  more  Fred  Meister,  head  of  the 
strongly.  If  you're  Southern  Baptist  —  if  Distilled  Spirits  Council,  said  in  a 
you're  a  Christian  —  anything  that  com-  recent  "Nightline"  episode  on 

I  pounds  the  human  tragedy  of  alco-  ABC  that  the  members  of  his 
nol  in  our  society  should  Be  deeply  group  simply  want  the  same 
troubling.  access  to  radio  and  television  cur- 

_  Seagram,  the  Canadian  alcohol  rently  enjoyed  by  the  manufactur- 
conglomerate,  broke  the  voluntary  ers  of  beer  and  wine, 
ban  earlier  this  year  when  they  He  stressed  the  fact  that  billions 

broadcast  hard  liquor  ads  on  a  of,  dollars  are  already  being  spent 

Texas  television  station  at  the  same  for  the  electronic  advertising  of  beer 
time  high  school  seniors  in  the  area  and  wine,  while  hard-liquor  prod- 
were  celebrating  graduation.  ucts  with  virtually  identical  alco- 

Interestingly,  the  Seagram  ads  holic  content  are  Being  denied  the 
had  a  graduation  theme. 

It  doesn't  take  a  m, 


Editor's 

Notebook 


»NT  IT  NICE  WE  NEVER 
SET  9 LAMED  FOR  THE  ) 

growing  number  of 
^  ALC0H0MOS I M  THE  / 
I  UNITED  STATES?  f 


OF  COURSE,  WE  HAVE 
AfSOUJTElY  NOTHING’ 
TO  DO  WITH  IT...  r" 


arketing 

1  genius  to  explain  what's  happening. 
Mainstream  news  media  have  docu¬ 
mented  the  slow,  steady  decline  in 
hard  liquor  consumption  in  the  U.S. 

Health-conscious  people  who  are 
concerned  about  things  like  fat 
intake  and  cholestrol  levels  are  waking  up 
to  the  deleterious  effects  of  alcohol  con¬ 
sumption. 

Since  many  people  are  moderating  their 
intake  of  alcohol,  more  people  must  be  per¬ 
suaded  to  drink  in  order  to  maintain  mar¬ 
ket  share. 

It's  also  a  cruel  component  of  the  alcohol 
business  that  if  market  share  is  to  be  main¬ 
tained,  people  who  die  from  the  abuse  of 
alcohol  must  be  replaced  with  younger 
people  who  have  a  lifetime  of  drinking 
ahead  of  them. 

In  other  words,  dropping  the  voluntary 
advertising  ban  is  about  money. 


places  where  beer  and  wine  ads  ‘vbbm 
don't  dominate  television  are 
Saturday  morning  cartoons  and  Sunday 
morning  religious  programming. 

Nubile  young  models  in  string  bikinis 

Sthe  delightful  aspects  of  beer  and 
volleyball.  Sophisticated  yuppies  in 
designer  clothes  sample  the  wonders  of  the 
grape  in  trendy  California  restaurants. 

America  is  drowning  in  alcohol  adver¬ 
tisements.  It's  a  disgrace. 

Meister 's  altruistic  solution,  as  pro-  in  our  American  addiction  triad. 

posed  on  "Nightline,"  is  to  clarify  access  to  L_  _ 1.1  .1 _  _ _ _ _ 

the  airwaves:  allow  everyone  to  advertise  Baptists,  we  can  set  the  example  by  practic- 
their  alcoholic  products,  or  allow  no  one  to  ing  what  we  preach  and  staying  away  from 
advertise  their  alcoholic  products  those  behaviors  for  which  we  have  pub- 
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Editor 


The  powerful  lure  to  abuse  that  is  alco¬ 
hol  advertising  should  be  wiped  out  of  our 
culture. 

The  techniaues  used  to  induce  us  to  buy 
fast-food  hamburgers  and  new  cars  should 
not  be  used  to  nook  us  on  potentially 
destructive  behavior  like  alcohol  consump¬ 
tion  (Pro.  20:1;  Eph.  5:18). 

The  same  goes  for  gambling  and  tobac¬ 
co  advertising,  the  other  two  debasements 

Let's  get  rid  of  them  all.  As  Southern 
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William  H.  Perkins  )r. 


have  pub- 

How  realistic  is  such  a  far-fetched  idea 
as  banning  alcohol  advertisements? 

Never  forget  —  with  God,  all  things  are 
possible. 
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al  companion  to  an  exciting 
worship  service. 

The  strength  of  what  happens 
on  Sunday  morning  comes  from 
the  combination  of  worship  that 
begins  in  small  group  Bible 
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study  and  continues  in  a  service 
of  praise  >and  proclamation. 

♦  Sunday  School  gets  peo¬ 
ple  involved  in  service. 

♦  Sunday  School  provides 
the  small  group  experience 
every  Christian  needs. 

Through  small  groups  peo¬ 
ple  become  assimilated  into  the 
life  and  ministry  of  the  church. 

♦  Sunday  School  is  not  tied 
igle  personality. 

♦  Sunday  School  has  a 
:k  record.  Year  in 

ear  out,  the  Sunday 
structure,  properly 
used,  has  given  solid  results. 

As  I  observe  Mississippi 
churches,  I  find  those  churches 
experiencing  cutting-edge 
„  .  .  growth  focus  their  vision  and 

we  share  common  bonds);  the  emphasis  through  Sunday 

- , - Schook. 

Let's  get  them  plugged  in! 
For  more  information,  contact 
the  Sunday  School  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
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centralized  and  simplified  twenty-first  century, 
strategy.  As  a  church  grows,  the  ♦  Sunday  School  provides  a 
need  to  centralize  and  simplify  solid  foundation  for  innova- 
becomes  more  critical.  '  tion.  Sunday  School  leads  as  an 

"It  is  easier  to  find  leader-  innovative  concept  of  lay  to  a  sin; 

«hip  for  a  single  organization  involvement. 

that  can  fulfill  the  threefold  ♦  Sunday  School  incorpo-  proven  trad 
tasks  of  outreach,  assimilation,  rates  the  six  principles  of  and  ; 
and  teaching  than  it  is  for  church  growth  into  one  organi-  School 
staffing  three  or  more  different  zation:  the  process  principle, 
organizations."  the  new  unit  principle;  the 

♦  Sunday  School  is  familiar,  leadership  principle; 

People  who  have  any  church  The  homogeneity  principle 
background  or  experience  (reaching  people  with  whom 
know  something  of  what  i 

Sunday  School  is  about.  receptivity  principle  (people 

A  recent  survey  of  2,000  involved  in  Bible  study  become 
Southern  Baptist  churches  more  receptive  to  the  gospel); 
found  Sunday  School  organiza-  and  the  pyramid  principle, 
tions  for  all  age  groups  in  near-  The  pyramid  principle  sug- 
•v  100%  of  the  churches,  gests  that  to  build  a  higher 
Sunday  School  provides  the  pyramid,  one  must  of  first 
potential  organization  for  the  necessity  expand  the  base, 
team  approaches  needed  in  the  ♦  Sundav  School  is  a  natur- 
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Guest  Opinion:  | 

Sunday  School  is  a 

strong  gospel  tool 

By  Keith  Wilkinson ,  director 

MBCB  Sunday  School  Department 

William  Carey  trustees  approve  charter  changes 


mind  of  Christ  as  possible." 

Trustees  of  the  ofher  four 
MBC  institutions  have  also 
been  requested  to  sign  the 
Covenant  of  Cooperation. 

In  other  business.  Bay 
Springs  businessman  Joseph 
Fail  was  elected  WCC  board 
vice-chair  during  the  Nov.  7 
meeting. 


>int  the  board  that  the  messengers 
the  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
;h  a  MBC  will  have  the  ultimate 
ion  authority  to  elect  a  trustee  for 
int-  such  a  vacancy,"  he  said. 

The  amended  charter  also 
of  allows  the  WCC  board  of 
in  trustees  to  increase  to  a  maxi- 
:ted  mum  of  24  members  at  the  dis- 
d  of  cretion  of  the  board,  as  speci- 
the  fied  by  the  1996  messengers, 
new  document  does  not  alter  On  Oct.  10,  WCC  trustees 
the  mission  of  the  college  and  is  adopted  the  Covenant  of 
"in  no  way  contrary  to  our  rela-  Cooperation  between  individ- 
tionship  with  MBC."  ual  trustees  and  MBC  that 

"The  phrase, 'through  a  duly  commits  trustees  to  keep  the 
approved  .Convention  constitu-  college  "Christian  in  purpose... 
tional  trustee  appointment  solid  in  its  business  practices., 
process'  is  intended  to  make  it  compassionate  in  its  ministry, 
clear  that  if  a  vacancy  exists  on  and  our  judgement  as  near  the 


Trustees  of  William  Carey  a  clause  th 
College  (WCC)  in  Hattiesburg  nominee  is 
voted  Nov.  7  to  bring  the  vacancy  wil 
Baptist-affiliated  school's  char-  "duly  app 
ter  into  compliance  with  constitutor 
actions  taken  Oct.  29  by  mes-  ment  proce: 
sengers  to  the  1996  annual  ses-  Ben  Cc 
sion  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Arlington 
Convention  (MBC).  Pascagoula 

Trustees  approved  an 
amended  and  restated  articles 
of  incorporation  which  provide 
for  new  WCC  trustees  to  be 
jointly  nominated  bv  the  exist¬ 
ing  trustees  and  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  nominating 
committee,  as  permitted  by  the 
1996  MBC  messengers. 

However,  the  WCC  trustees 
went  a  step  further  by  inserting 
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Florida  to  define  cooperating  churches 
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Southerland  said,  "a  church  that 
donates  $250  to  the  Cooperative 
Program"  is  eligible  to  hold 
^ ^  membership  in  the  Florida 
1  Baptist  Convention  and 
\  the  Southern  Baptist 
\  Convention. 

\  Southerland  pre- 
\  sented  the  bylaw 
\  changes  recom- 
\  mended  by  the 
Y.  State  Board  of 

rlando\M,ssr  wa,- 

•  #  ton,  director 

\  of  missions 
V  for  Pasco 


Florida  Baptist  Convention, 
Inc.,  an  agency  of  the  state 
convention. 

"We  must  identify  who  we 
are  as 
Baptists, "r- 
S  u  1 1  i  v  a  n  v 
told  messen-  l 
gers.  "You  < 
cannot  be  a 
Baptist  and  believe  anything 
you  want  to  believe." 

The  bylaw  lists  four  parame¬ 
ters  that  churches  requesting 
"at-large  status'"  —  those  which 
do  not  affiliate  with  a  local 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  —  Mes¬ 
sengers  to  Florida  Baptists' 
annual  meeting  in  Lakeland  on 
Nov.  11-13  approved  parame¬ 
ters  for  churches  and  associa¬ 
tions  desiring  to  cooperate  with 
the  Florida  Baptist  Convention. 

Passage  of  the  bylaw  to 
define  a  cooperating  Florida 
Baptist  church  followed  a  spir¬ 
ited  45-minute  discussion. 

The  document  offers  theo¬ 
logical  standards  as  a  "yard¬ 
stick  to  measure  cooperation," 
said  John  Sullivan,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the 


Tallahassee 


convention.  \  ( 

The  parameters  of  coop-  )  ^ 
eration  include: 

—  theological. 

—  declaration.  / 

—  financial.  |  — 

—  statistical. 

Under  the  theological  J 
parameter,  an  at-large  cnurch  \ 
seeking  affiliation  with  the 
state  convention  must  have  in 
its  "governing  documents,  a 
declaration  that  the  basis  for  its 
theology,  faith,  practice  and 
polity  is  the  Bible,  with  the 
^Baptist  Faith  and  Message,' 
Revised  1963,  or  any  other  dec¬ 
laration  of  faith  which  parallels 
the  tenets  of  our  historic  Baptist 
faith,  as  the  theological  frame¬ 
work." 

In  addition,  the  church  must 
declare  "by  an  affirmative 
vote"  of  the  membership  its 
intent  and  commitment  to 
cooperate  with  the  convention; 
contribute  a  minimum  of  $250 
annually  through  the  Coopera-, 
tive  Program;  and  provide  an 
annual  cnurch  statistical  profile 


DEL  CITY,  Okla.  (BP)  —  EUiff  said  individuals  rec- 
Southem  Baptist  Convention  ommended  for  service 
President  Tom  EUiff  has  issued  should  possess  the  following 
a  request  for  Baptists'  input  in  qualities: 
the  selection  of  four  key  SBC  "1)  A  personal  relationship 
committees  he  is  responsible  with  Christ  illustrated  by  a 
for  appointing.  consistent  daily  walk  with 

"We  are  experiencing  our  him. 
greatest  days  of  growth  and  "2)  A  clear  commitment  to 
ministry  through  the  the  view  that  the  Bible  is  the 
Cooperative  Program,"  Elliff  inerrant  and  infallible  Word  of 
noted  in  a  letter  to  state  Baptist  God. 

convention  presidents,  execu-  "3)  A  Christian  walk  and 
tive  directors,  and  editors,  commitment  acknowledged 
"Southern  Baptists  will  expect,  by  his  or  her  peers, 
and  rightly  so,  that  our  commit-  "4)  A  deep  and  unequivocal 


Miami 


Association, 
opposed  the 
revision,  saying  the  bylaw 
would  erode  the  historic 
Baptist  principle  of  freedom. 

"My  point  of  concern  is, 
once  we  have  given  the  state 
convention  the  power  to  define 
what  is  a  cooperating  church, 
what  is  to  prevent  the  state 
from  drawing  more  lines  in  the 
sand  and  further  limit  our  free¬ 
doms?"  Walton  asked, 
that  demonstrates  its  statewide  Messengers  voted  down  an 
cooperation  and  partnership  attempt  to  refer  the  recommen- 
with  other  Florida  Baptist  dation  back  to  the  convention's 
churches.  State  Board  of  Missions  for  fur- 

While  the  bylaw  is  intended  ther  study, 
to  deal  with  at-large  churches,  Ed  Gilman,  director  of  mis- 
the  document  states  the  "desire  sions  for  Suncoast  Association 
of  the  state  convention  to  in  St.  Petersburg,  told  messen- 
encourage  any  existing  cooper-  gers  he  made  the  motion  on 
ating  church,  which  does  not  behalf  of  directors  of  missions 
presently  fulfill  the  parameters  who  approved  it  prior  to  the 
of  cooperation,  to  do  so."  annual  meeting. 

Dan  Southerland,  president  Gilman  said  referring  the 
of  the  State  Board  of  Missions,  document  back  to  the  state 
said  the  bylaw  change  is  need-  board  would  give  it  "a  broader 
ed  because  the  convention  base  of  support." 
presently  has  no  definition  of  Florida  Baptists'  annual 
a  cooperating  church  or  asso-  meeting  in  The  Lakeland 
ciation.  Center  drew  1,719  messengers 

"As  it  stands  now,"  and  287  visitors. 


subsequent 
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Parkway  Church  sees  ministry  revived 


the  church  property. 

Butler  had  been  looking  at  it 
for  some  time. 

"He  even  came  one  day 
without  any  of  us  being  aware 
of  it  and  prayed  on  the  proper¬ 
ty,"  Anderson  said. 

Immediately  after  the  sale 
was  finalized,  teams  from 
AICGC  started  going  door  to 
door,  reaching  out  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Some  thought  Parkway 
should  have  stayed  and  tried  to 
minister  to  the  surrounding 
community. 

Anderson  points  out  that 
during  the  last  four  years  at  the 
West  Capital  Street  location,  the 
church  had  to  reduce  staff,  close 
buildings  and  scale  down  min¬ 
istries  because  of  tight  money. 

Three  security  guards  had  to 
be  on  duty  for  each  service  so 
people  would  feel  safe. 

"If  Parkway  had  not  moved, 
we  would  probably  still  be 


Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Second  in  a  series 


Churches  on 
the  move 


Ken  Anderson 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Tom  Roote  is  ambivalent 
about  whether  churches  in 
transitional  communities 
should  stay  or  relocate. 

Roote,  assistant  professor  of 
church  administration  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  was  former¬ 
ly  director  of  missions  in 
Birmingham  for  over  20  years. 

During  his  time  in 
Birmingham,  54  inner  city 
churches  faced  the  difficult  situa¬ 
tion  of  neighborhood  transition. 

Of  the  54  churches,  eight  to 
ten  relocated  successfully  while 
five  or  six  stayed  where  they 
were  and  continued  to  function 
at  various  levels  of  effective¬ 
ness,  he  estimated. 

The  rest  dwindled  away  and 
either  died  or  are  still  dying, 
Roote  observed. 

"Most  churches  are  not  going 
to  be  able  to  make  it  in  a  transi¬ 
tional  community,"  he  said. 


BOWMAR  AVE.  CHURCH,  VICKSBURG.  Terry  White,  pastor 
BROADMOOR  CHURCH,  Metro  Association.  Jim  Futral,  pastor 
CLOVERDALE  CHURCH,  NATCHEZ.  David  McGuffie,  pastor 
EASTHAVEN  CHURCH,  BROOK  HAVEN.  Bendon  Ginn,  pastor 
FIRST  CHURCH,  BILOXI.  Frank  Gunn,  pastor 
FIRST  CHURCH,  BRANDON.  Gene  Henderson,  pastor 
FIRST  CHURCH,  FLOWOOD.  Ricky  Gray,  pastor 
GOODYEAR  CHURCH,  PICAYUNE.  Arlis  F.  Grice,  pastor 
HARRIESBURG  CHURCH,  TUPELO.  Forrest  Sheffield,  pastor 
MAIN  STREET  CHURCH,  HATTIESBURG.  Russell  Bush,  |r,  pastor 
TEMPLE  CHURCH,  HATTIESBURG.  Dean  Register,  pastor 
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SBC  restructuring  severance  approved 


member  Logistics  Transition  job  available  at  their  current 
Team  (LTT)  for  NAMB,  said  the  location;  or  employees  who  are 
severance  package  was  offered  a  job  with  NAMB  at  a 
approved  at  a  Nov.  14  meeting  lower  pay  level, 
or  the  LTT  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Employees  who  will  not 
He  described  the  package  as  have  placement  will  be  given 
completed  in  the  spirit  of  gen-  four  weeks'  notice  before  their 
erositv.  However,  we  under-  termination  date.  Severance 
stand  the  pain  the  employee  policies  could  be  continued 
will  feel  vvno  learns  he  or  she 
no 

in  the  severance  area  to  be  sup- 
portive  of  each  person." 


through  Dec.  31,  1997,  because 
of  the  transition  process. 

If  an  employee  is  offered  a 
position  at  NAMB  and 
declines,  he  or  she  will  be  ineli¬ 
gible  for  NAMB  emplovment 
as  a  full-time  employee  or  as  a 
consultant  for  a  period  of  one 
year  after  the  termination  date. 


RAs  at  First  Church,  Hazlehurst,  recently  received  awards  for 
their  achievements  for  the  year.  Pictured,  from  left,  front  row,  are 
Trey  Fisher,  Stephen  Bozeman,  Dillon  Sturgis,  Seth  Cliburn,  and 
Alex  Guess;  second  row,  William  Little  (leader),  Clark  Little, 
Michael  Newman,  Hunter  Sturgis,  Joshua  Scruggs.  Phillip  Douglas, 
D.  J.  Cliburn,  Chase  Davis,  Jake  Guess,  Jay  Keywood,  and  Jerry 
Keywood  (leader);  third  row.  Art  Stevens  (leader),  Nick  Newman, 
Phil  Walker,  Randle  Scruggs,  Eric  Walker,  Lucas  De  La  Riva,  Lee 
Walker,  Brandon  Brooks,  Stephen  Assink,  Randy  Hankins  (director), 
and  Pete  De  La  Riva  (leader). 


Carterville  Church,  Petal, 

held  a  GA/Acteen  Recognition 
Service  on  Sept.  3.  The  theme 
was  "Journey  to  Excellence." 
Fifty-tour  GAs  were  awarded 
iheir  Missions  Adventures 
badges.  Three  of  the  girls 
received  pendants  for  complet¬ 
ing  all  six  Missions  Adventures. 

Six  Acteens  were 
involved  in  the 
recognition 

Pictured 


vice 

below,  from  left 
are  Rhea  Sloan, 


Rounsaville, 
Megan  Carley, 
Rebecca  Lofton, 
Julie  Roberts, 
Queens;  and 
Nita  Rainey, 
Queen  Regent. 
Leland  M. 

Hogan  is  pastor. 


'%e*vuf  cutct  TK&ultftut  SCac&a&y 


@Ani4t  a  fineaence  ic  aufacecent  fat  all  you  faiee  in 
ev&ttf  atea  yotci  (ifa.  (Join  uc  far  a  cuee/Zend 
dedicated  to  cxfteniencitt fnecence  i*t  a  tueuf  (AcU 
cuilt  (act  a  lifatuHC. 


GA's,  Carterville  Church,  Petal 


hristmas 

16  days 

^  Dec21-JanS 

f  * 2495 

All  Inclusive 
v  mci.  JORDAN 


Radisson  Hotel  and  Conference  Center 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
January  17-19, 1997 


Acteen's,  Carterville  Church, 


Preaching  and  Teaching  the  Word 

k  —  From  the  Shadow  of  the  Cross 


Program  Fee  -  $100  ($50  deposit  required  per  couple) 
Lodging  -  $65  per  night  (Guaranteed  through  12/20/96) 


^  Winter  Bible  Studies 

Book  Ephesians] 

P.  O.  Box  509  (334)653  -  8695  or  653  -  6652 

Theodore,  AL  36590  out  of  town  1  *  800  -  653  ■  6652 

Available  for  Revivals,  Etc. 


To  receive  additional  information  or  register  by  phone  with 
Discover,  MasterCard,  or  Visa  card  call  1-800-254-2022. 

-  CALL  800-254-2022 
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Names  in  the  News 


Eastside  Church, 
Magee,  recently 
licensed  Eugene  jason 
Meaux  to  the  ministry. 
He  is  a  student  at 
William  Carey  College 
and  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Meaux  of 
Mendenhall.  Pictured 
with  Meaux  is  Harvey 
Tingle,  pastor. 


15  ®  oirm 


FBC 

.  OXFORD 


Sessums 

Hope  Church,  Lena.  Pictured 
from  left  are  Parkes  Marler, 
interim  pastor,  and  Sessums. 


Meaux 


V-harles  Mayo 

Faith  Church,  Ovett,  held  a 

licensing  service  for  Charles 
Mayo  (a!)ove)  and  Tony  Stroud 
(below)  on  Aug.  1 1 . 
Ordination  services  were  held 
the  following.Sunday. 


Tony  Stroud 


□  The  board  of 
trustees  of  Oak  Hill 
Baptist  Academy  at 

Mouth  of  Wilson,  Va., 
voted  to  name  an  out¬ 
door  center  being  devel¬ 
oped  at  the  school  in  honor  of  a 
distinguished  alumnus,  J.  Ralph 
Noonkester,  class  of  1940.  To 
recognize  Noonkester 's  contri¬ 
butions  to  Mississippi  and  espe¬ 
cially  Hattiesburg,  the  pavilion 
will  be  named  Tne  Mississippi 
Pavilion. 


Euclatubba  Church,  Saltillo, 
honored  John  Hearn,  pastor,  on 
Nov.  10  with  a  monetary  gift  for 
Pastor  Appreciation  Day.  The 
church  also  ordained  Scott 
Witcher  to  the  ministry  on  Oct. 
6.  Witcher  is  presently  serving 
as  associate  pastor  ana  minister 

_  of  youth  and 

music.  Geoffrey 
Wayner,  who 
recently  surren¬ 
dered  to  the  min¬ 
istry,  and  his 
Wife  Debbye  are 
serving  as  minis¬ 
ters  to  the  chil¬ 
dren's  church. 


Ruth  McMillan  was  presented  a  plaque  from  First  Church,  Oxford, 
in  recognition  of  her  48  years  of  service  as  Bible  Drill  leader.  Pictured 
sire  Tom  Atwood,  pastor;  McMillan;  Jennie  Overstreet,  associational 
winner;  Susan  Dempsey,  assistant  leader;  Will  Brown,  associational 
winner;  J.  K.  Wakefield  and  Joseph  Rhea,  state  winners.  Not  pictured, 
Rebecca  Mize,  church  winner;  Dudley  Carter,  Brandon  Cullum,  and 
Barkley  Falkner,  state  winners.  Lynndy  Fitts  received  $1 ,000  scholar¬ 
ship  to  Mississippi  College  for  Bible  Drill  participation. 


late  Allen  O.  Webb,  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  Daniel  Memorial 
Church.  She.  moved  to 
Pascagoula  in  1972  and 
returned  to  Jackson  in  1994. 
She  was  an  active  member  of 


First  Church,  Jackson. 

She  is  survived  by  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Jim  and  Ron  Webb,  and 
Ann  Webb  Bridges;  sisters, 
Eloise  Smith  and  Mamie 
Duncan;  and  six  grandchildren. 


Smith 

Mary  Alice  Smith  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  plaque  from  First 
Church,  Oxford,  in  recognition 
of  her  45  years  of  service  in 
Sunday  School  with  first- 
graders.  Pictured  with  Smith 
are  Tom  Atwood,  pastor,  and 
Robert  Allen,  minister  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  administration. 

James  Sessums  was 
ordained  on  Nov.  3  at  Good 


David  Irwin 

was  ordained  as 
a  deacon  at  Star 
Church,  Star,  on 
Sept.  8.  Pictured 
from  left  are 
Victor  Bowman, 

f>astor;  Martha 
rwin;  and  David 

Irwin. 

Leila  Mae  Runnels  Webb, 

76,  died  Nov.  19  from  complica¬ 
tions  during  heart  surgery  at  St. 
Dominic  Hospital,  Jackson. 
Services  were  held  Nov.  21  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  with  bur¬ 
ial  in  Lakewood  South 
Cemetery. 

Webb,  a  native  of  Brandon, 
lived  in  Jackson  from  1960- 
1972  when  her  husband,  the 


Walter  Frederick,  pastor  of 
Calvary  in  West  Point,  dies 


Walterl 
Frederick, 
pastor  of 
Calvary 
Church,  West 
Point,  died 
Nov.  9  at 
Methodist 
Hospital  in 

Jackson  of  a  - 

heart  attack.  Frederick 
Frederick,  57, 

was  a  native  of  Russellville,  Ala. 

Frederick  had  carried  a 
group  of  international  students 
from  Mississippi  State 
University  to  Camp  Garaywa 
in  Clinton.  Witnesses  said 


Frederick,  who  had  a  history  of 
heart  disease,  appeared  to 
freeze  and  then  collapsed. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Nov.  11  at  Calvary  Church. 
Services  were  also  held  on  Nov. 
11  in  Tuscumbia,  Ala. 

Frederick  began  his  ministry- 
in  Bogalusa,  La.  He  also  served 
at  Muscle  Shoals,  Ala.,  and 
Siloam  Church,  West  Point. 

He  is  survived  by  a  wife 
Gloria  C.  Frederick  of  West 
Point;  a  daughter,  Traci  Hart  of 
Jasper,  Ala;  a  son,  Walter  Huel 
Frederick  Jr.  of  Tuscumbia,  Ala.; 
three  grandchildren;  apd  five 
brothers. 


^3^^/^?^onBoard 

ot  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


Join  fellow  Southern  Baptists 
as  they  are  appointed  to  carry 
the  gospel  light  into  a  dark 
world. 


First  Baptist  Church 

Jackson,  Mississippi 
December  8  #  6:30  p.m. 
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'Christmas  on  Reflection  Lake'  returns  Dec.  13-29 


The  second  season  of 
"Christmas  of  Reflection  Lake" 
near  Oxford  will  be  presented 
at  7  p.m.  nightly  beginning  on 
Dec.  13  and  running  through 
Dec.  29,  according  to  sponsor 
Lanny  Autry  of  New  Albany. 

Autry  said  "Christmas  on 


BAPTIST  BOOK  STORE 
DIRECTORY  SERVICE 

olgnj!}i!k 


Chris  Carter 

CHURCH  ACCOUNTS 
REPRESENTATIVE 


Jerry  Carter 

CHURCH  ACCOUNTS 
REPRESENTATIVE 


Don  Morris 

CHURCH  ACCOUNTS 
REPRESENTATIVE 


Helder  Nork 

CHURCH  ACCOUNTS 
REPRESENTATIVE 


Reflection  Lake"  is  an  out¬ 
growth  of  "Christmas  in  the 
Cottonpatch,"  a  popular  event 
that  was  started  in  the  1950's 
and  taken  up  by  him  whertthe 
originators  were  no  longer 
physically  able  to  present  the 
long-running  drama. 


"'Christmas  on  Reflection 
Lake'  is  our  annual  celebration 
of  the  birth,  life,  death,  and  res¬ 
urrection  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ. 

"Shown  nightly  during  the 
Christmas  season,  this  musical 
drama  using  Reflection  Lake  as 


Southern 
Baptist  of 
Mississippi... 


...start  the  New  Year  off  with  a  new 


Pictorial  Directory  from  Olan  Mills. 
If  you  call  within  30  days  of  this  ad, 
you  will  receive  a  special  bonus  to 
enhance  your  1997  directory. 


Contact  your  local  representative 

today,  or  call  toll  free: 

#- 

1-800-762-3456 


BAPIBT  BOOK  STORE 
DIRECTORY  SERVICE 


the  stage  and  the  woods  and 
hills  around  the  lake  as  the 
backdrop,  ministers  to  young 
and  old  alike. 

"As  a  Christmas  gift  from 
our  family  to  other  families,  the 
purpose  of  this  ministry/  is  to 
nelp  families  rediscover  the 
wonder,  joy,  and  real  meaning 
of  Christmas,"  Autry  said. 

Guests  can  view  the  drama 
from  a  two-story',  glass  front 
building  that  faces  the  lake. 
There  is  no  admission  charge, 
but  donations  will  be  accepted,, 
to  help  cover  costs  involved  irf 
the  production. 

me  location  of  "Christmas 
on  Reflection  Lake"  is  #297,  CR 
244,  Oxford  —  midway  between 
Oxford  and  New  Albany  just  off 
State  Highway  30. 

Travel  on  State  Highway  30 
from  either  Oxford  or  New 
Albany.  CR  244  is  not  a  cross¬ 
road,  so  there  is  only  one  direc¬ 
tion  in  which  to  turn.  The  site  is 
about  three  miles  from  State 
Highway  30.  . 

Beginning  in  early  December, 
direction  signs  will  be  posted. 

"The  unique  setting,  the 
unusual  presentation,  and  the 
span  of  time  covered  by 
'Christmas  in  the  Cotton  Patch' 
and  'Christmas  on  Reflection 
Lake'  make  this  probably  one 
of  the  most  outstanding 
Christmas  offerings  in  our  state 
or  even  our  nation. 

"The  work  crew  and  direc¬ 
tors  are  busy  getting  everything 
in  place  for  this  special  time. 

"The  live  characters  are 
ready  for  their  portrayals.  The 
story  is  complimented  with  out¬ 
standing  music  and  narration 
by  local  people,"  Autry  said. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Lola  Autry  at  Route  1,  Box 
218,  Hickory  Flat,  MS  38633. 
Telephone:  (601)  224-8518,  or  e- 
maif  LMAWV@AOL.com. 


Greens  of  Bond  record 
'Canyons  of  My  Mind' 

D.W.  Green,  pastor  of  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth,  and 


om 


D.W.  CTreen,  pastor  or 
Bond  Church,  Philadel- 

Khia,  and  his  wife  Ora 
ave  released  a  new  music 
tape  entitled,  "Canyons  of 
My  Mind,"  with  words 
and  music  to  two 
songs  written  by 
the  longtime 
Mississippi  pastor. 

Green,  who 
has  also  authored 
and  co-authored 
four  books,  has 
held  a  number  of 
offices  and  served 
on  several  com¬ 
mittees  at 

Southern  Baptist  The  1 
associational, 
state,  and  denominational 
levels. 

He  is  a  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College  in 
Hattiesburg,  Southwestern 


Seminary  in  rt.  worm,  ana 
Luther  Rice  Seminary.  He 
has  also  done  graduate 
work  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in 
Hattiesburg. 

He  currently 
serves  as  a  volun-  j 
teer  chaplain  at 
Neshoba  County 
Hospital  ana 
Nursing  Home  in 
Philadelphia. 

The  Greens' 
tape  is  available 
at  Baptist  Book 
Store  in  Jackson 
and  The  Bible 
Greens  Book  Store  in 
Meridian. 

For  more  information, 
contact  Green  at  Route  3, 
Box  473,  Philadelphia,  MS 
39350.  Telephone:  (601) 
656-7379. 
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Staey  Odom;  (third  row)  Jessica 
Floyd,  Alice  Claire  Thompson, 
Olivia  Gibson,  Ashlea  Brooks, 
Rachel  Little,  Ashley  Newman, 
Laura  Jackson,  Erica  Douglas, 
and  Laura  Stewart.  Becky 
Bozeman  is  GA  director. 
Leaders  are  Wendy  Cartwright, 
Sherry  Dav  is,  and  Rita  Jackson. 
Robert  M.  Hanvey  is  pastor. 

Griffith  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  will  present  Greg 
Buchanan,  harpist,  in  concert 
on  Dec.  1  at  10:30  a.m.  For  more 
information,  call  the  church 
office  at  (601)  373-7812. 


Wade  Church,  Wade,  recently  held  its  GA  Recognition  Service. 
Pictured  from  left,  front  row,  are  LeAnn  Prill,  Rachel  Gammill,  Briana 
Orozco,  Tiffany  Tanner,  Rosalie  Kendrick,  and  Emily  Thompson; 
back  row,  Amanda  Smith,  Lindsay  Beck,  Ruth  Stewart,  Lori  Roberts, 
Tinnin  Colvin,  Valerie  Smith,  and  Amanda  Wood.  Not  pictured  were 
Kacee  Bloodsvvorth,  Laura  Dobbe,  and  Lauren  Peppel.  Leaders  are 
|udy  Roberts,  Cindy  Dickerson,  Teresa  Brown,  janet  Gammill,  and 
Pat  Saucier.  Susan  Barfield  is  WMU  director.  Bill  Barton  is  pastor. 

has  been  renovated  and  a  new  badge.  Acteens  leaders  are  Pat 
two  story  education  building  Solomon  and  Brenda  Parsons, 
almost  completed.  Lee  Hudson  Tammy  Crump  is  GA  leader, 
is  pastor  and  Sam  Lott  is 

Sunday  School  director.  "The  Singing  Christmas 

Tree"  will  be  ^presented  at 

rwii 

First  Church ,  Wiggins  Castlewoods  Church, 

Brandon,  will  sponsor  its  annu- 
First  Church,  Wiggins,  held  al  Fall  Craft  Festival  on  Dec.  7, 
its  GA  and  Acteens  Recognition  8  a.m.-3  p.m.  For  more  informa- 
Service  on  Aug.  11.  Pictured  tion,  call  the  church  at  (601) 
from  left,  are  Crown  Bearer  992-9977. 


Kevin  Shearer  and  family 

Kevin  Shearer  Day  was 

recently  held  at  Harmony 
C  hurch.  Clarke  County,  honor¬ 
ing  Kevin  and  Pam  Shearer  and 
daughters.  Shearer  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  are  missionaries  to  Areguipa, 
Peru,  and  are  now  on  furlough. 
The  1 1  a.m.  message  was 
brought  b\  Shearer.  He  also 
shared  slides  of  his  missionary 
work  in  an  afternoon  service. 
Shearer  is  a  former  pastor  at 
Harmony  Church. 


Williamsville  Church,  Kosciusko,  recently  held  a  reception  to 
honor  choir  members  that  have  been  a  part  of  the  music  ministry  of 
the  church  for  30  years  or  more.  Those  honored  (pictured,  front  row) 
were  Katherine  Burns,  Wanna  Johnson,  Judy  Sims,  and  Mildred 
Lindsay;  (second  row)  Doug  Hubbard,  minister  of  music,  and  Bill 
Tolleson.  Allen  Simpson  is  pastor. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE;  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and 
phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  _  ,  f  > 


time  (approximately  3  days  a  week).  &  stained  glass.  MS  &  ALA.  For  sale:  28  Moot 

Computer  experience  a  must.  Salary  riego-  pews,  13  14-foot  pews,  full  pit  communion 

liable.  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church,  lackson,  MS.  tables,  pastor's  chairs,  colonial  style  with  cush- 

Call  tor  an  appointment  601-372-0132.  ioned  seat  and  back,  communion  cup  hold- 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  church  ers-$8000.00.  21  10-foot  pews,  2  pulpit  chairs 

groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  limited  free  -$3500.00. 20  11 -foot  9  inch  pews -$3500.00. 

miles/  7-  to  15-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale:  All  pews  and  chair|  have  cushioned  seats  and 

quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental.  backs.  1-800-830-0583. 

lackson  (601 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965.  HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  A  couple  for  The 

NEEDED:  USED  GRAND  PIANO  for  audifo-  Alabama  Sheriffs'  Youth  Ranch  in 

rium  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Petal,  MS.  Summerdale,  AL.  Salary'  +  Excellent  benefits. 

601-583-8309.  Phone  (334)  989-6392. 

THOMPSON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Smithdale.  APPROXIMATELY  225  GOOD  CONDITION 

MS,  is  seeking  an  individual  for  the  position  copies  of  the  1975  Baptist  Hymnal  for  sale, 

of  Youth  Minister.  Resume  may  be  sent  to  While  color.  $4.00  each  you  pick  up,  or  $5.00 

Thompson  Baptist  Church,  5422  N.  each  delivered.  Contact  Kimberly  Thompson, 

Greensburg  Rd.,  Smithdale.  MS  39664.  1st  Baptist  Church,  Terry,  PO  Box  159,  Terry, 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL  ministers  and  MS  39170  or  call  (601)878-5735. 
musk  directors:  Supplement  your  church  income.  YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games!  Other  tunc- 
Earn  $500-$1,000  per  week  with  American  tions!  Curry  Creek  Outdoors.  1601)  722-9000 
Protective.  Leads  furnished,  no  overnight  travel  or  CHOIR  ROBES  accessories,  pulpit/judicial 

cash  investment  —  We  train  you.  Call  (601)  582-  robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBES/Mac's 

9000  for  confidential  interview.  Robes  Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 

PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  interested  in  Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS, 
purchasing  puppets.  Contact  David  Hatfield.  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows  for 
Parkway  Baptist  Church  601-842-7843.  •  churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  steeples,  Inc.  1  -800-605-2970.  Columbus,  MS. 


SEEKING  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 


Baptist  Record 


November  28, 1996 
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BSSB  financial  picture 
continues  to  brighten 


XE,  Term.  (BP)  —  includes  funds  necessary  to  sus- 
msecutive  year  of  tain  current  and  future  opera- 
ncial  results  at  the  tion  of  ministries  and  to  provide 
day  School  Board  for  new  products  and  services, 
islates  into  more  The  figures  represent  a  sec- 
sources  than  ever  ond  year  of  positive  results  fol- 
:ording  to  Ted  lowing  two  years  of  anticipated 
■cutive  vice  presi-  losses  during  reorganization  and 
ef  operating  officer,  actions  to  fix  business  problems, 
ployee  meeting  in  At  the  same  time,  a  planned 
enn.,  on  Nov.  11,  3%  across-the-board  literature 

fid  revenue  of  price  increase  has  been  can- 
—  a  total  $13.5  mil-  celed. 
of  1994-95  —  Only  the  prices  of  some  indi- 

_  vidual  products  will  increase  in 

instances  of  improvements  in 
color  or  paper. 

Also,  the  board  will  absorb 
increased  costs  in  the  transition 
in  1997  to  seasonal  quarters  in 
response  to  requests  from 
churches. 

Production  costs  for  the 
April-May  issue  will  be 
approximately  81%  of  a  three- 
month  quarter,  but  prices  will 
be  held  at  67%  so  that  churches 
will  pay  the  same  cost  per  ses¬ 
sion  for  dated  curriculum. 


Preparing  for  campers 

Rudy  Hurst  (left)  of  Woolmarket  Church,  Gulf  Coast  Association, 
chairman  of  the  Campers  on  Mission  (COM)  RV  Park  Development 
Committee;  Herb  McDaniel,  (center)  also  from  Woolmarket  Church; 
and  Dan  West,  (right)  manager  of  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko, 
supervise  bulldozer  work  at  Central  Hills  for  an  RV  campground  COM 
is  developing.  The  campground  will  consist  of  41  camping  pads  with 
full  hookups,  and  a  multi-purpose  facility  including  bath  houses,  a 
laundry,  and  meeting  rooms.  For  more  information,  contact  West  at 
(601)  289-9730  or  Paul  Harrell,  director  of  the  Brotherhood 
Department  of  the  Mississipi  Baptist  Convention  at  (601)  968-3800  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651 .  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Jesus  Christ 
requests  the 
honor  of  your 
presence  in 
heaven! 


Bethel,  Monticello,  has 
called  Tim  Morrison  as  associ¬ 
ate  pastor,  effective  Nov.  3.  A 
native  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  he 
received  his  education  at 
Samford  University  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  His  previ¬ 
ous  place  of  service  was  First 
Church,  Childersburg,  Ala. 

Dan  B.  Wright  has  resigned 
at  South  Corinth  Church, 
Corinth,  due  to  illness.  A 
native  of  Calhoun  County,  his 
previous  places  of  service 
were  in  Calhoun,  Webster,  and 
Winston  counties.  His  new 
address  is  110  Deer  Path 
Circle,  Corinth,  MS  38834,  tele¬ 
phone:  (601)  286-3492. 

Timothy  L.  Martin,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Nicholson, 
has  accepted  a  call  as  pastor  to 
Heritage  Churcn  in 
Cantonment,  Fla. 


YOU  CAN  RESPOND  RIGHT 
NOW! 

Simple  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 


trips  to  Haiti,  Nigeria, 
Dominica,  India,  Honduras, 
and  Kyrgystan,  Russia. 

The  Winter  School  of  Music 
of  William  Carey  College  will 
present  Handel's  "Messiah"  on 
Dec.  6  at  7  p.m.  in  Dumas  Smith 
Auditorium.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  582-6192. 

William  Carey  College's 
Alumni  Association  present¬ 
ed  W.  A.  Fordham,  Petal,  with 
the  1996  Service  Award  at  a 
luncheon  on  Nov.  16. 
Fordham,  a  retired  pastor  who 
spent  two  years  at  Oak  Hill 
Church,  Poplarville,  and  seven 
years  at  Napoleon  Church, 
Picayune,  later  moved  to  First 
Church,  Petal,  where  he 
served  for  30  years. 

William  Carey  College  hon¬ 
ored  J.  V.  McCrory,  Hattiesburg, 
with  the  Alumni  Association  s 
Recognition  of  Service  Award  at 
a  luncheon  on  Nov.  16.  McCrory, 
who  retired  from  Carey  in 
February  after  33  years  of  ser¬ 
vice,  has  published  "On  the 
Edge,"  a  volume  of  poetry. 


William  Carey  College  hon-  administrative  director  of  CCS 
ored  Karen  Bums  Gray  ('78)  and  assistant  professor  of  edu- 
with  the  Distinguished  Young  cation;  and  Read  Diket  is  exec- 
Alumnus  Award  Nov.  16.  A  for-  utive  director  of  CCS  and  direc- 
eign  missionary.  Gray  opened  tor  of  the  honors  program  and 
the  House  of  Hope,  an  AIDS  hos-  associate  professor  of  art  and 
pice  in  Vitoria,  Brazil,  in  1995.  education.  For  additional  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  Center  for 
Mississippi  College  Creative  Scholars  call  (601)  582- 

Department  of  Music  will  pre-  6191,  582-6205  or  (800)  962- 
sent  its  11th  annual  "Festival  of  5991,  ext.  191  or  205. 

Lights"  on  Dec.  6  and  7,  7:30 

p.m.  both  nights  in  Spell  William  Carey  College  hon- 
Auditorium.  For  more  informa-  ored  Marian  Graham  Thorton 
tion  call  (601)  925-3440.  on  Nov.  15  with  the  Mississippi 

Woman's  College  Distinguished 
The  Center  for  Creative  Alumna  AwarcL 
Scholars  (CCS)  at  William 
Carey  College  conducts  work¬ 
shops  to  help  parents  and 
teachers  better  meet  the  cre¬ 
ative  and  educational  needs  of 
gifted  children.  Trudy  Abel  is 


1 .  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need 
you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  to  be  forgiven  for 
my  sin  and  set  free  from 
eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 


AUTHORS  WANTED 


3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and. 
rose  from  the  grave  to  for 
give  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


William  Carey  College  hon¬ 
ored  John  J.  McGraw  of 
Ellisville,  with  the 

Distinguished  Alumna  Award 
on  Nov.  16.  An  orthopaedic  sur- 

f;eon  at  the  Laurel  Bone  and 
oint  Clinic,  McGraw  has  been 
involved  with  medical  mission 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From 
this  time  on,  I  want  to  live 
in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


Mar.  31  -  Apr.  1 2  d 
with  David  Ray/  Jim  spaces 
&  Joy  Yates  °Pen 

•Tour  Director  has  led  rttany 
•groups  to  fascinating  Turkey 
•Areas  of  Paul's  Iourneys  &  Churches  of 
•  Revelation  ‘Ephesus  •  Cappadocia 
•Wonders  'Alpine  Region  •  Mediterranean 
•Aegean  ‘Ankara  ‘Istanbul  • 


★  Cushions  it  Baptistries 

★  Steeples  *  Renovation 

★  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
I New  and  Used I 


Phone 

Today! 


Feb.  1 7-28  with 
David  Ray 


But  as  many  as  received 
Him,  to  them  He  gave  the 
right  to  become  children  of 
God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  His  name 
John  1 :1 2 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 

' Internationally  known  specialists’’ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 
Bo*  305-C  -  Greenwood  Miss.  38930 


•Experienced  Tour  Director 
•BONUS  -  Dynamic  Athens 
•No  hotel  hopping! 

•Iordan  Valley  •  Bethlehem  •  Galilee 
•Capernaum  •  Nazareth  •  Mt.  of  Beatitudes 
•Jerusalem  •  Mount  of  Olives 
•Garden  of  »Gethsemane  •  Sinai 
•Great  Pyramids  ‘Legendary  Nile  River 
•Sakkara  'Cairo  ‘Memphis 
•DELUXE  •  Meals  included 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Church  Buses 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri 
tual  guidance. 


First 

Baptist 

Atlanta 


Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-615-371-6180 


Discounts 


Alaska  Wonders  *  $1998 

May  12-21  •  10  days 

Alaska-Last  Frontier  •  $2498 

|uly  16-29  •  14  days 

Grand  Alaska  *  $2488  J 

September  4-15  •  12  days  I 


I  Mar.  15-16  with  Doris  Broom 
•  Inspirational  Play  •  Art  Exhibit 
•Silk  Stocking  District  &  More 

Get  16  others*  you  go 

FREE 

8  others  -  go  half  price 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


Call  for  your 
FREE  '97  Travel  Preview 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Experience  God's  joy 

Luke  1:5-13,  24-25,  59-64 


The  Bible  teaches  throughout 
that  God  blesses  the  heart  that 
chooses  to  be  faithful  to  his  pur¬ 
poses.  The  lesson  this  week 
proves  that  point  in  a  miraculous 
manner.  Zechariah  and  Elizabeth 
were  known  for  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  God  (v.  6).  They  knew 
that  their  hearts  were  right  before 
God,  but  since  they  were  childless 
there  would  have  been  those  who 
could  have  thought  otherwise. 
T  he  gift  of  children  in  those  days 
was  equated  with  God's  blessing. 

The  time  came  for  the  priestly 
division  to  which  Zechariah 
belonged  to  serve  in  the  temple. 
By  the  drawing  of  lots,  Zechariah 
was  selected  to  go  into  the  tem¬ 
ple  to  light  incense  on  the  altar  to 
the  Lord  (vv.  8-  9).  Later  it  would 


become  obvious  that 

God  no  doubt  had  _ 

selected  this  specific  »•  pj 
time  for  Zechariah  to  be  * 
where  God  could  reveal  to  him 
that  he  and  his  wife  would  expe¬ 
rience  the  miracle  of  childbirth. 
While  carrying  out  his  faithful 
duty  to  God,  the  angel  Gabriel 
appeared  with  the  revelation  that 
Elizabeth  would  conceive  and 
give  birth  to  a  son.  He  also 
revealed  to  him  that  he  was  to  be 
given  the  name  John.  Does  it  not 
seem  appropriate  that  God 
would  make  such  a  great  thing 
known  through  the  course  of  a 
worship  experience? 

Notice  that  Gabriel's  message 
included  a  specific  answer  to  an 
already  specific  prayer  (v.  13).  In 


their  faithful  service  to 
God,  this  couple  had 
pleaded  that  Gcd  would 
bring  forth  a  child  to  their 
union.  1  think  we  should 
be  careful  to  note  that  not 
being  able  to  have  chil¬ 
dren  is  certainly  not  an 
indication  of  God  with- 
_ _ holding  his  blessing  to  a 

Jim  Phillips  /““ty  Their  faithfulness 
to  God  remained  constant 
o  him  regardless  of  whether  or  not  their 
expe-  specific  prayer  was  ever 
Ibirth.  answered.  However,  when  God 
lithful  did  reveal  their  impending  bless- 
iabriel  ing,  Gabriel  pointed  out  that  with 
>n  that  the  birth  of  their  son  there  would 
e  and  also  be  a  deep  joy  and  delight  (v. 
?  also  14).  No  parent  ever  has  such  a 
s  to  be  guarantee.  We  all  pray  that  our 
.  it  not  children  will  add  joy  to  our  lives 
God  but  many  a  family  has  suffered 
thing  great  heartache  and  agony  over 
e  of  a  the  resulting  outcome  of  their 
children's  upbringing, 
essage  Following  the  time  of  her  con- 
to  an  ception,  Elizabeth's  joy  could 
13).  In  hardly  be  contained  (v.25).  Note 


that  she  ascribed  praise  to  God  for 
the  miracle  that  was  coming  into 
her  life.  Her  self-  imposed  shame 
of  not  previously  bearing  a  child 
was  about  to  turn  into  inexpress¬ 
ible  joy.  Little  did  she  know  what 
a  great  role  her  son  would  play  in 
the  scheme  of  God's  redemption 
of  mankind.  Her  joy  would  be 
shared  by  all  who  were  awaiting 
God's  hand  to  move  in  bringing 
about  the  salvation  of  mankind. 

The  actual  naming  of  the  child 
presented  their  society  with  yet 
another  evidence  that  God  was 
in  on  the  whole  thing  (w.  59-  64). 
It  would  have  been  expected  that 
a  first  bom  son  would  have  been 
given  a  family  name  or  even  the 
name  of  his  father.  When 
Zechariah  revealed  that  his  name 
was  to  be  John,  a  minor  wave  of 
surprise  moved  across  those 
gathered  (v.  61).  Zechariah  how¬ 
ever  was  rewarded  with  the  loos¬ 
ing  of  his  tongue  which  had  been 
stopped  due  to  his  original 
response  to  Gabriel's  revelation 
(v.20).  The  very  first  words  out  of 


his  mouth  were  those  of  praise  to 
God.  His  uncontainable  joy  led  to 
an  overwhelming  response  of 
awe  by  those  who  were  there  to 
witness  the  baby's  dedication  to 
God  (vv.  65-  66).  Though  not  a 
part  of  our  lesson,  the  verses  con¬ 
taining  "Zechariah's  Song"  (vv. 
67-  79)  adds  to  the  overall  experi¬ 
ence  of  this  new  father's  declara¬ 
tion  of  joy!  There  must  have  been 
an  air  of  expectancy  that  God 
was  about  to  do  something  great. 
And  indeed  God  was.  In  just  a 
few  months  God's  own  Son 
would  burst  onto  the  scene  and 
only  then  would  the  other  parts 
of  the  puzzle  of  John's  miracu¬ 
lous  birth  come  to  be  made  clear. 

God  works  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  are  faithful  to  him.  Even 
when  we  don't  feel  as  though 
anything  great  could  ever  happen 
to  us,  right  then  and  there  God 
could  be  bringing  about  a  bless¬ 
ing  from  heaven  that  only  he  can 
deliver.  Experience  his  joy! 

Phillips  is  pastor,  North 
Greenwood  Church,  Greenwood. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Spiritual  fruitfulness 

Matthew  13:1-52 


Matthew  13  records  a  group  of 
parables  of  Jesus  often  referred  to 
as  parables  of  the  kingdom.  In 
these  parables  Jesus  taught  valu¬ 
able  lessons  about  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven.  The  parable  of  the 
sower,  also  known  as  the  parable 
of  the  soils,  is  the  longest  parable 
within  this  collection. 

The  Setting  (13:1-2).  Jesus 
constantly  attracted  attention 
wherever  he  went.  Crowds 
flocked  to  hear  him  preach  and  to 
see  him  do  wondrous  things. 
One  day  Jesus  sat  in  a  boat  at  the 
edge  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee  and 
waited  for  the  crow'd  to  gather. 
Then  he  taught  them"  in  parables, 
simple  stories  about  people  and 
problems  that  were  familiar  but 
at  the  same  time  full  of  meaning. 

The  Parable  (13:3-8).  The  con¬ 
tent  of  the  parable  of  the  sower  is 
simple.  A  sower  went  out  to  sow\ 


It  was  common  in 
Jesus'  time  for  farmers 
to  go  to  the  field  and 

cast  seed  upon  the  „ _ .  . 

ground.  They  would  Rona,d 
broadcast  by  hand  seed  from  a 
sack  tied  around  the  neck  or 
waist.  The  seed  probably  was 
wheat  or  barley  seed  that  would 
be  used  for  food.  As  the  sower 
walked  and  cast  seed,  the  seed 
fell  in  a  variety  of  places.  The 
farmer  surely  had  prepared  the 

ground  to  receive  the  seed. 

owever,  there  were  places  that 
were  impossible  to  prepare. 
Though  not  by  design,  some  of 
the  seed  fell  into  those  places. 

Some  seed  fell  onto  the  path. 
The  path  was  hard,  packed  dirt 
that  had  frequent  traffic  of 
humans  and  animals.  Since  the 
path  w'as  devoid  of  undergrowth, 
the  seeds  that  fell  onto  it  were 


spotted  easily  by  birds 
searching  for  a  meal. 
Other  seeds  fell  onto  soil 
that  was  filled  with  rocks. 
The  seeds  had  only  a  thin 
layer  of  topsoil  in  which  to 
grow.  The  topsoil  prompt¬ 
ed  quick  germination,  but 
without  depth  the  plants 
_  could,  not  establish  roots. 

Bishop  They  soon  were  scorched 
r  by  the  sun  and  died.  The 
field  also  had  patches  of  thorn 
bushes.  Some  seeds  fell  among 
the  thorns.  Since  the  thorns  had  a 
head  start  on  the  new'  seeds,  the 
seeds  never  stood  a  chance.  The 
already-strong  thorns  choked  the 
new  plants  out.  Other  seeds  fell 
on  the  good  ground  that  the 
farmer  had  prepared  for  cultiva¬ 
tion.  The  result  was  that  the  seeds 
sprouted  and  grew  strong,  pro- 
aucing  fruit.  Some  produced  a 
hundred  seeds  per  stalk.  Others 
produced  sixty.  Still  others  pro¬ 
duced  thirty. 

The  Hard  Soil:  Unfruitful 
(13:18-19).  Jesus  explained  the 
parable  to  his  followers  who  did 
not  understand.  Each  of  the  types 


of  soil  represents  a  type  of  person 
to  whom  the  word  of  the  king¬ 
dom  is  announced.  Some  people 
are  hard-packed,  just  like  the 
path.  They  have  been  the  way 
they  are  for  years  and  years. 
They  have  become  immune  to 
the  idea  of  being  productive  and 
receptive.  When  they  receive  the 
word,  it  is  easy  for  the  evil  one  to 
snatch  the  word  away.  The  result 
is  that  when  these  people  hear 
the  word  of  God,  they  are  gener¬ 
ally  unresponsive,  since  they  lis¬ 
ten  just  as  readily  to  the  evil  one. 

The  Stony  Soil:  Unfruitful 
(13:20-21).  The  stony  soil  repre¬ 
sents  the  person  who  responds 
with  great  emotion  to  the  gospel, 
but  does  not  persevere  ana  make 
the  gospel  a  way  of  life.  It  is  easy 
to  become  excited  about  any 
good  news.  Yet,  when  one  learns 
of  the  great  demands  that  often 
accompany  a  good  thing,  dis¬ 
couragement  may  set  in.  The 
stony  soil  could  germinate  seeds, 
but  it  could  not  nurture  plants. 
Immature  people  who  have 
never  considered  the  cost  of  dis- 
cipleship  often  fizzle  out  after  an 


explosive  liftoff. 

The  Thorn-infested  Soil: 
Unfruitful  (13:22).  The  thorns 
represent  the  cares  of  the  world 
and  the  pursuit  of  riches  that  too 
often  lead  people  to  miss  the 
value  of  the  kingdom.  People 
who  have  already  set  priorities 
and  are  unwilling  to  change 
them  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel 
cannot  be  fruitful.  The  word  of 
God  is  then  choked  out  by  their 
pre-established  concerns. 

The  Good  Soil:  Fruitful  (13:23). 
Despite  all  the  wasted  seed,  much 
seed  fell  onto  good  soil.  This  soil 
had  been  tilled.  Its  stones  were 
removed.  Its  weeds  and  thorns 
had  been  eliminated.  This  soil  was 
fertile  and  ready  to  grow  a  crop. 
The  seeds  that  fell  here  sprouted 
and  produced  much  fruit. 

Jesus  expects  his  followers  to 
be  like  the  good  soil.  Eliminating 
thorns  and  stones  is  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  each  believer.  Only  by 
doing  this  can  one  be  character¬ 
ized  by  spiritual  fruitfulness. 

Bishop  teaches  philosophy  and 
religion  at  Jones  County  Junior 
College,  Ellisville. 


Life  and  Work 

Stop!  thief 

Ex.  20;  Amos  8;  James  5;  Eph.  4 


How  important  are  vour  per¬ 
sonal  possessions?  Wfiat  emo¬ 
tions  do  you  feel  when  your 
home  is  burglarized  or  your  car 
is  stolen?  Personally,  1  was  angry, 
hostile,  and  hurt  after  our  home 
was  burglarized.  We  don't  have 
to  be  taught  to  sav  "Mine!"  -  it 
comes  naturally.  The  Bible  gives 
guidelines  for  honoring  the 
rights  of  others  to  personal  pos¬ 
sessions  and  the  proper  use  of 
our  possessions. 

Do  not  steal  (Ex.20:15).  This 
commandment  states  that  God 
planned  for  the  private  owner¬ 
ship  of  property.  Not  only  does 
the  Old  Testament  condemn 
stealing  property,  it  says  with¬ 
holding  tithes  and  offerings  is 
stealing  (Mai.  3:8-10).  Stealing  has 
a  twofold  effect.  First,  it  is  a  sin  of 
disobedience  to  the  One  who  cre- 


God  to  help  you  see  your¬ 
self  as  He  sees  you. 

Do  not  cheat  (Amos 
8:4-6).  First,  God  charged 
Israel  with  social  injustice 
by  saying  "you  who  swal¬ 
low’  up  the  needy,  and 
make  the  poor  of  the  land 
fail"  (v.4).  Our  American 
culture  needs  to  be  con- 


ated  and  loves  us.  1  I  make  the  poor  of  the  land 

Second,  stealing  dis-  fcfl  fail"  (v.4).  Our  American 

plays  a  lack  of  concern  culture  needs  to  be  con- 

and  love  for  others.  r  ..  p.  i  cerned  for  the  helpless 
Stealing  can  be  Gyntnia  Douglas  p^r  antj  for  the  system  of 

manifested  in  other  ways  than  help  provided  bv  govem- 

just  taking  someone  else's  prop-  ment  and  cnurch.  Second,  God 
erty.  What  about  political  corrup-  charged  Israel  w'ith  commercial 
tion  when  the  rich  prosper  and  dishonesty.  Dishonest  business 
the  poor  suffer?  How  about  exchanges  are  against  God's  law- 
bribery  in  the  business  world?  and  will  result  in  His  judgment 
When  one  does  not  give  the  (Read  Lev'.  19:36;  Deut.  25:13-16). 
employer  a  honest  day's  work.  Third,  God  saw  their  indifference 
isn  t  it  stealing?  When  a  person  to  holy  days.  Work  was  forbid- 
takes  credit  for  someone  else's  den  during  the  New'  Moon 
ideas  and  work,  isn't  it  stealing?  Festival  and  on  the  Sabbath.  Yet 
When  gossip  ruins  a  good  name,  they  longed  to  be  able  to  buy  and 
isn't  it  stealing?  When  we  fail  to  sell  dishonestly,  even  on  holy 
tell  the  good  news  of  Jesus,  aren't  days.  GocT  loved  the  poor  in 
we  stealing  a  precious  inheritance  Israel  and  He  is  equally  con- 
from  someone?  Let  us  examine  cerned  for  the  poor  today.  He 
our  lives  to  see  if  the  sin  of  steal-  was  concerned  about  their  rights 
ing  is  a  part  of  our  lifestyle.  Ask  being  protected.  The  poor  w'ere 


being  sold  into  slavery  for 
insignificant  debts  such  as  a  pair 
of  sandals.  Believers  need  to  be 
honest  in  all  their  dealings  and  to 
be  especially  sensitive  and  help¬ 
ful  to  those  in  need. 

Do  not  oppress  others  (Jas. 
5:1-6).  The  Bible  does  not  con¬ 
demn  having  wealth.  In  fact. 
Proverbs  10:22  says  "wealth  is  a 
blessing  of  the  Lord."  However, 
James  condemned  those  w'hose 
only  motive  was  to  accumulate 
wealth  at  any  expense  of  others. 
Specifically  in  these  verses,  Jesus 
names  the  sins  of  withholding 
just  wages,  fraud,  and  causing 
the  death  of  innocent  people. 
James  was  saying  wealth  should 
not  be  gained  by  oppressing  oth¬ 
ers  in  any  way.  He  even  said 
those  who  did  oppress  others 
w’ere  murderers! 

What  is  the  result  of  oppress¬ 
ing  others  to  gain  wealth?  God 
know's  our  hearts  and  our 
motives.  (  He  will  hold  us 
accountable.  All  earthly  treasures 
will  eventually  decay.  Our  hope 
is  in  heaven.  Someone  has  said: 


"For  unbelievers,  this  world  is  all 
of  heaven  they  will  ever  know. 
For  believers,  the  sufferings  of 
this  world  are  all  of  hell  they  will 
ever  know." 

Work  and  share  (Eph.  4:28). 

Paul  summarized  the  basic  teach¬ 
ing  about  theft  by  giving  two  com¬ 
mands:  do  not  steal  and  work 
hard.  This  hard  work  will  result  in 
having  enough  to  share  with  those 
w'ho  are  in  need.  God  intended  for 
people  to  be  busy  with  produc¬ 
tive,  constructive  work.  II 
Thessalonians  3:10b  states:  "If 
anyone  will  not  w'ork,  neither 
shall  he  eat."  Working,  giving,  and 
sharing  are  a  part  of  God's  plan 
for  a  happy,  productive  life. 

Aren't  you  thankful  to  live  in 
a  country  where  we  have  the 
right  to  own  personal  posses¬ 
sions?  Are  you  willing  to  evalu¬ 
ate  your  life  to  ascertain  if  any 
form  of  stealing  exist?  Are  you 
generous  in  using  vour  posses¬ 
sions  to  help  others? 

Douglas  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Columbus. 


LOVE  ONE  ANOTHER 

Editor: 

I  saw  religious  commentator 
Cal  Thomas  on  TV  with  Pat 
Robertson  this  week  and  he 
said,  "America  is  now  the  evil 
empire."  Robertson  agreed 
witn  him.  This  pair  are  mem-._ 
_  bers  of  a  political  faction  that 
wants  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  to  prohibit  the  burning  of 
the  American  flag.  If  the  flag 
represents  an  "evil  empire, 
wnat's  wrong  with  burning  it? 

Next  summer,  millions  of  lit¬ 
tle  children  across  America  will 
attend  Vacation  Bible  School.  A 
part  of  the  opening  ritual  is  the 
posting  of  the  Christian  flag 
and  the  American  flag.  When 
they  say  the  pledge  of  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  American  flag, 
should  an  adult  be  ready  to 
point  out  that  this  represents 
the  "evil  empire?" 

Seriously,  are  we  going  to 
hear  from  the  so-called  "con¬ 
servative  Christians"  about  this 
issue?  They  seem  to  have  opin¬ 
ions  about  just  about  every¬ 
thing  else.  This  morning,  a 
woman  called  C-Span  from  Ft. 
Worth,  crying  and  saying  she 
was  having  a  nard  time  finding 
a  church  she  *  could  attend 
because  she  is  "liberal."  Folks, 
the  word  "liberal"  is  in  the 
Bible  (KJV,  Isaiah  Chapter  32).  I 
don't  believe  you  will  find  tire 
word  "conservative." 

Much  of  the  evil  in  America 
is  inspired  by  people  who  do 
religion  (calling  it  Christianity) 
for  money,  sex,  or  political 
power.  They  have  allied  them¬ 
selves  with  the  polluters,  the 
National  Rifle  Association,  the 
alcohol  pushers,  and  the  tobac¬ 
co  kingpins. 

Unfortunately,  this  gives 
Christianity  a  bad  name  and 
we  have  lost  must  of  our  credi¬ 
bility.  Whatever  happened  to 
the  command,  "Love  one 
another?" 

Carl  L.  Hess 

Ozark,  Ala. 


TAKE  A  STAND 
Editor: 

I  commend  "The  Baptist 
Record"  stand  on  the  evils  of 
gambling.  My  heart  goes  out  to 
Gaylon  (Oct.  24  and  31  issues) 
~for  stepping  out  on  what  gam¬ 
bling  has  done  to  her  life:  loss 
of  family,  humiliated  in  prosti¬ 
tution,  and  living  in  fear  of 
using  her  real  name. 

Who's  to  blame?  We  all  are 
when  we  don't  take  a  stand  and 
fight  against  what  I  have  heard 
is  the  worst  of  all  addictions. 

Where  are  our  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officials  when  there  is 
child  abuse  going  on  in  the 
parking  lot  of  the  casino — 
where  these  children  are  left 
along  during  the  night  hours 
with  no  food  and  no  place  to 
use  the  bathroom. 

Why  do  our  political  figures 
(who  we  put  in  office)  not  take 
a  stand  against  this  type  of 
stealing  from  the  citizens  of 
Mississippi? 

God's  children  have  a  spiritu¬ 
al  and  moral  obligation  to  take  a 


stand  in  demanding  our  law 
enforcement  people  and  our 
political  figures  do  what  is  right. 

Gaylon,  there  is  life  after 
addiction.  Don't  give  up.  God 
tells  us  in  his  Word,  "And  we 
know  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God,  to  them  who  are  the 
called  according  to  his  pur¬ 
pose"  (Romans  8:28  KJV). 

You  can  claim  it  again  and  in 
time,  God  will  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  your  life.  There  are 
prayers  going  up  for  you  right 
now  and  for  others  who  have 
been  led  down  this  evil  path. 
Bobbye  Sue  Miller 
Grenada 


THANKS  FROM  AIM 

Editor: 

During  the  summer  of  1996 
approximately  1,655  people 
accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
personal  Lord  and  Saviour  as  a 
result  of  outreach  efforts  during 
the  Olympic  Games.  Atlanta 
International  Ministries  (AIM) 
was  formed  to  focus  positive 
attention  on  the  Christian  faith 
during  the  Olympic  and 
Paralympic  Games.  AIM  is 
grateful  for  the  volunteers  from 
Mississippi  because  they  there 
a  vital  part  of  this  ministry. 

As  we  hosted  youth  groups, 
adult  groups,  creative  arts 
teams,  and  others,  we  were 
proud  of  the  way  in  which  they 
represented  our  Lord  to 
Olympic  and  Paralympic  visi¬ 
tors.  We  are  thankful  for  their 
flexibility,  their  preparedness, 
and  most  of  all  for  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  missions. 

We  are  already  seeing  fruits 
of  their  labor  through  salvation 
decisions,  requests  for  Biblical 
materials,  ana  the  continuation 
of  special  event  ministries  start¬ 
ed  from  Summer  Games  ener¬ 
gy.  Response  cards  have  been 
returned  to  us  from  many  inter¬ 
national  visitors  who  were  able 
to  hear  about  Jesus  Christ  dur- 
ingjheir  visit  to  the  Games. 

Georgia  Baptists  were 
thrilled  to  have  the  opportunity 
to  work  alongside  volunteers 
from  many  other  states  in  this 
outreach  project.  We  are  thank¬ 
ful  Mississippi  volunteers  were 
a  part  of  this  once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. 

Linda  Johnson,  Ex.  Director 

AIM,  Atlanta 


TRUSTEES  VIOLATE  TRUST 

Editor: 

There  is  hurt,  anger,  confu¬ 
sion,  and  division  among 
Mississippi  Baptists.  At  the 
very  bottom  of  this  lies  breach 
of  trust.  In  1994,  a  board  of 
trustees  assumed  that  an 
upcoming  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  (MBC)  would  pro¬ 
duce  ...  trustees  to  their  board 
who  would  not  conform  to 
their  ideological  tenets. 

Assuming  this  to  be  the 
case...  (t)hey  took  the  institu¬ 
tion  for  themselves...  Every 
effort  of  the  leadership  and  the 
convention  as  a  whole  went 
toward  salvaging  at  least  some 


prestige,  power,  place,  and 
position.  No  one  said  the 
trustees  had  violated  a  sacred 
trust. 

Now,  in  1996,  we've  repeated 
our  error.  Needing  to  justify  the 
position  already  taken  with  one 
of  our  institutions,  we  voted  to 
have  that  same  relationship 
with  all  our  institutions.  When 
Mississippi  Baptists  failed  to 
preserve  the  expression  of  their 
principles...,  they  sinned 
against  God,  their  institutions, 
trustees,  and  themselves. 

In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
our  Lord,  I  call  upon: 

—  everv  board  of  trustees  to 
refuse  to  ^jointly  nominate"  its 
trustees.  Trust  your  convention 
with  your  future  and  that  of 
your  institution. 

—  convention  leaders  to 
place  the  motion  (including  the 
’'Covenant  of  Cooperation") 
into  proper  form  to  be  adopted 
into  the  constitution  and  by¬ 
laws  at  the  next  convention, 
with  the  deletion  of  "That  the 
sitting  boards  of  trustees  and  the 
state  Nominating  Committee 
jointly  produce  for  the 
Convention  consideration  the 
slate  of  trustees  to  be  elected." 

—  all  of  us  to  repent  and 
confess  our  corporate  sin  to 
God,  and  pledge  anew  to  be 
people  of  integrity  before  the 
world  and  with  each  other. 

Bobby  T.  Hood 

Richton 


CORNWALL  STATS  UNTRUE 
Editor: 

Our  attention  had  been 
drawn  via  the  "Baptist  Times" 
in  this  countiy  to  reports  recent¬ 
ly  published  in  "The  Baptist 
Record"  to  the  effect  that  the 


ly  published  in  "The  Baptist 
Record"  to  the  effect  that  the 
South-westernmost  county  of 
England  is  to  be  the  focus  for  a 
group  based  in  Clinton  "taking 
tne  Gospel  to  Cornwall"  ((let.  3 
issue).  ^ 

The  reports  also  giv0  an 
extraordinarily  misleading 
impression  of  Cornwall,  ana 
indeed  of  Southern  England  as 


a  whole,  as  an  area  where  the 
Christian  church  has  miserably 
failed  to  take  root  and  to  fulfill 
her  calling. 

That  those  actively  practic¬ 
ing  .  the  Christian  faith  and 
reflecting  our  Lord's  love  for 
the  world  are  fewer  in  number 
than  we  pray  for,  we  accept 
with  regret. 

We  are  not  alone  in  the 
world  in  recognizing  that  truth. 
But  to  say  either  that  "only  one 
percent  of  the  population  pro¬ 
fesses  to  be  Christian"  or  that 
"there  are  only  five  Baptist 
churches  in  the  entire  region"  is 
simply  untrue. 

It  is  also  unworthy  for  any¬ 
one  purporting  to  give  news  to 
fellow  Christians  about  the 
work  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  of  those  engaged  in  that 
enterprise. 

These  reports  have  sad¬ 
dened  us  ana  upset  others  here 
who  have  heard  of  them. 

Trevor  W.  Davis,  president 

Devon  &  Cornwall  Baptist 
Corporation  Ltd. 

Exeter,  England 


HELP  NEEDED  IN  GERMAY 

Editor: 

The  Munich  International 
Baptist  Church  is  made  up  pri¬ 
marily  of  refugees  from  various 
African  states.  We  have  over  28 
nations  represented  attending 
our  services. 

We  are  ministering  to  the 
needs  of  about  300  that  attend 
our  church. 

If  you  have  churches  that 
need  some  projects  this 
Christmas  season,  we  have 
some  needs  here  for  substance 
and  prayer. 

We  have  had  more  than  30 
come  to  Christ  over  the  last  12 
months. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  we 
will  be  baptizing  at  least  13  and 
probably  more. 

Our  church  has  only  one 
American  in  it  other  than 
myself  and  wife  Martha. 

We  are  not  an  American  mil¬ 
itary  church.  We  are  strictly 
international  in  our  scope. 

Many  of  our  people  are  hard 
pressed  for  food  and  other 
needs.  Martha  and  I  try  to  feed 
them  at  least  two  good  meals 
per  month,  and  even  that  is 
very  expensive. 

We  have  30  French  speaking 
Christians  who  need  to  have 
the  survival  kit  for  new 
Christians. 

We  have  to  obtain  them  from 
France  and  they  are  very 
expensive  at  $36  j>er  copy.  We 
need  "Salvation  Plan"  marked 
Bibles  in  English,  French,  and 
German. 

We  could  use  help  in  the 
music  department.  We  do  not 
have  a  pianist,  organist,  or  qual¬ 
ified  music  teacher. 

We  could  use  African- 
American  ministers  and  teach¬ 
ers  of  survival  kit,  music,  and 
Bible  studies. 

We  could  use  an  African- 
American  minister  who  would 
be  willing  to  come  when  we  go 
on  furlough  in  the  spring  of 
1998. 

There  are  thousands  of 
refugees  in  Munich.  Can  you 
help? 

Alvis  Cooper,  pastor 

Munich  Int.  Baptist  Church 

Munich,  Germany 

NEW  ADDRESS 
Editor: 

Jean  and  I  serve  as  mission¬ 
aries  in  Venezuela  and  enjoy 
receiving  "The  Baptist  Record." 
We  are  tne  directors  of  the  book 
deposit  for  the  Casa  Bautista  de 
Publicaciones. 

Our  mission  changed  mail 
companies,  and  I  need  to  give 
you  a  change  of  address: 

Rev.  Leon  Champion,  CCS 
3014,  P.  O.  Box  025323,  Miami, 
FL  33102-5323  (no  packages). 

We  are  graduates  of  Clarke 
College  and  William  Carey 
College,  and  I  was  pastor  in 
Mississippi  for  12  years. 

We  still  have  a  lot  of  con¬ 
tacts  in  Mississippi,  and  we 
would  like  for  them  to  be  able 
to  write  us. 

Leon  Champion 

FMB  missionary 

Valencia,  Venezuela 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Letters  to  the  editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used.  ■.  „ 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's 
discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (While  church  membership  is 
not  required,  Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  >  sub¬ 
ject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


November  28, 1996  ■ 
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MK  life  is  never  boring! 


By  Robin  Kyzar 
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Ron  Mumtxneer.  PhD. 

|  Minister  of  Counseling 

First  Church, 

My  husband  seldom  gambles,  up  to  him  for  Christian  leader- 
but  when  he  does  he  has  no  self-  snip.  Lack  of  self-control  will 
control.  How  can  I  keep  him  out  bring  surely  disruption  and 
of  Qisinos  or  at  least  help  him  destruction. 
control  himself? 

My  teenaged  son  has  taken  up 

First  of  all,  is  your  husband  i" dipping "  because  of  veer  vres- 
reaching  out  for  help?  It  is  sure,  and  all  my  pleas  have  fallen 
impossible  to  keep  an  addict  on  deaf  ears.  I’m  a  single  mother; 
away  from  his  addiction  what  should  l  do? 
unless  he  wants  help.  The  fact 

that  he  seldom  gambles  is  not  Your  son  feels  like  a  grown- 
as  much  the  issue  as  the  fact  up  when  he  dips,  and  that  is 
that  he  cannot  stop  once  he  why  he  ignores  your  pleas, 
gets 'started.  That  will  cause  Pray  for  your  son.  Lift  him  up 
many  more  problems  down  to  the  Father  and  ask  the  Lord 
the  road.  You  should  strongly  to  speak  to  his  heart.  Arrange 
encourage  your  husband  to  for  nim  to  spend  time  with 
talk  with  his  pastor,  a  men  who  will  model  their 
Christian  counselor,  or  a  trust-  Christianity  around  him. 
ed  friend  about  this  problem.  There  are  a  lot  of  youngsters 
If  he  refuses  to  do  so,  pray  that  out  there  like  this  boy,  and  we 
he  will  have  a  change  of  heart.  Christian  men  must  step  up 
Affirm  him  when  he  does  and  help  them  into  manhood, 
exercise  self-control  and  when  We  can  be  Sunday  School 
his  self-control  means  that  teachers,  coaches,  or  simply 
there  is  enough  money  to  encouragers  for  these  young 
manage  the  household  with-  men.  Mom,  talk  with  your  son 
out  difficulty.  Self-control  is  a  in  love  about  making  right 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  (Gal.  5:22-25)  decisions  before  the  Lord,  and 
that  is  essential  to  the  smooth  not  before  his  peers, 
running  of  a  relationship.  Encourage  him  to  make  right 
Your  husband  must  under-  decisons  and  stand  by  him  as 
stand  that  exhibiting  self-con-  he  makes  his  way  through 
trol  is  a  witness  to  you,  his  these  difficult  and  hying  days 
children,  and  others  who  look  in  search  of  maturity. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
lackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  he  Brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Bibliocivher 

Bv  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1990 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

My  name  is  Adam  Martin.  1  am 
12  years  old.  My  birthday  is  Sept. 
22.  I  like  playing  baseball  I  collect 
comics  and  like  to  listen  to  alterna¬ 
tive  musif.  1  have  one  sister  15  years 
old.  1  go  to  Florence  Middle  School 
and  Mt.  Zion  Church.  I  would  like 
to  hear  from  a  boy  or  girl. 

Please  write  to: 

246  East  Tucker  Rd. 

Florence,  MS  39073 


WCN  UL  ZUVT  UL 

•  v 

GSXSOQSH  ROZ,  NF 
NRSZ  EUQS  RS  AFKSG 
NF  WSXFZS  NRS  LFVL 
FD  EFH,  SQSV  NF  NRSZ 
NRUN  WSIOSQS  FV  ROL 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi!  My  name  is  Amanda 
Mechelle  Bray,  I  go  to  Sardis  Lake 
Baptist  Church.  I  have  one  broth¬ 
er  ad  one  sister.  My  birthday  is 
August  19th.  my  hobbies  are  rid¬ 
ing  horses,  swimming,  ridin 
bikes,  and  watching  TV.  I  would 
like  a  girl  or  boy  to  write  me. 
Please  write  to: 

Route  2,  Box  612-D 
Sardis,  MS  38666 


VUZS 


IFRV  FVS:  NKSJQS 


(lux'  I  cfiual'-  ) 

Have  tut ’  with  iryptographi  and 
exert  -e  \our  Bible  knowledge,  \ 
king  lanu^  \crsion  Bible  \crsx-  has 
ht vp  cm  <  h  it'd  b\  letter  substitu¬ 
tion  The  sunte  let'er  is  substituted 
throughout  the  pu/zle  Solve  b\ 
trial  and  error,  \nswet  to  last 
wx-ek  s  puzzle  Romans  ten  rune 


November  28, 1996 
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